CYNTHIA ANN PARKER,

A Tragic Episode of Early Life in
Texas.

DY GEN, GEORGE P, ALFORD,

In 1533 a small colony was formed in
Illinois, moved to tne then Maexican
l\mvlm-o of Texas and seitled in a bean.
iful and fertile region on the Navasota
River, about two miles from the present
city of Groesbeck, the county seat of
Limestone County, The coiony consisted
of uine fawilies, of whiet Elder John
Parker wos the vpatrisrchal bead; his
aged wife; their son Jamea W, Parker,
his wife and four single childien; their
murrie | dauvgbter Rachel nud ber hus-
band, J, H. 8. Plummer, and infant son
fifteen months old; another married
deaughter, Sarab, snd bher husband, L, D.
Nixon; Silas M. Parker (auother xon of
Elder John), his wife and four children;

Hen B Parker (another son of Elder
Jobn), mnm rried; Mrs. Nixon, B8r.,

mother of M. John W. Parker; Mrs,
Elizabeth Kellogg, another daughter ‘of
Mra. Nixon, Sr.; Mra. Duty; Sam M. |
Froat, Liis wife and two children; Geo.
. Dwight, his wife snd two children; in
all thirty-four perrons,

They orected a hock-house, which was |
kvnown as Fort DParker, for protection
against the assault of hostile Indians.
This stracture was made of solid logs, |
closaly kuit together and bewed down so
ns to make a compaict, perfect sqnure,
without openings of sny kind until it
resched n height of ten or twelve feel,
when the structure widened on onch side,
forming a projection impossible to climb,
The lower story, reachel only by an in-
terior ladder, wes used s n place of
storags for provisions. The noper story
was divided into two large rooms, with
portholes for the use of gnns, which
rooms were used as living rooms, and
renched only by a ladder from the out.
gide, which was pulied up at night, after
the ocoupants had ascended, making a
snfo fortifieation ageainst a re sonable
force, unless wsssailel by fire. These
hardy sons of toil tillel their adjacent
fislds by day, nlways taking their arwms
with them, and retired to the fort at
night. Nucess erowned their labors, sud
thay wero j rosperous and happy,

On the morning of May 15, 1835 the
man, unconscious of impending danger,
loft as naunl for their flields, n w le dis.

tant, H.-nr-'ci_\ had tli"_\' left the in-
<losure when ths fort was attacked hy
abont seven hundred Comnanches wnd
Kiowas, who were waitiog iy ambush, A
gullant and most 1esolute defonse was
mude, many savages boing sent by i

bullets to their “happy hunting grovund
bt it was impossible 10 stem the terrible

asanult, and rFort Parker fell. ‘Then be
gan the carnival of de.th, Elder John
Parker, Silas M, Parker, Ben }. Parker,
Sam M. Frost and Lobert Irost re
killed and soslped in the presence of
their horror-stricken families, Mre, John
Purker, Granny Parker aud Mrs. Duty
were dangerously wonn led and left for
dead. nud the following were carried nto |
a captivity worse than death: Mrs
Rachel Plummer, Jns, Pratt, Plummer

her two yoar old son; Mrs. Elizabeth hel-
togg, Cynthin Ann Parker, nine vears
old, and ber little trother Joliu, nged six;
Goth children of Silas M, Parker

The remainder of the colony wade their
csoape, and alter incredible suffering,
Ueinyg foroed even to the dire neceasity of
sating skunks to save the'r lives, they
reached Fort Houston, now the re-idencs
of Judge John H. Reagan, United States

Senntor, about three miles from the |
present city of DP'alestine, in Anderson
Conuty, where they obtuined prompt

suecor, and
dead.

Ve will now altemp! briefly, to fallow |
the fortunes of poor captives. The
tir-t nigot after the messucre thoe savagoes
camped on au open prairie, near o water
hole, staked their horses, ]llr!:-'-‘ thair |
smmp and threw ont their videttes, 1 hen
they brought out thei prisoners nd
satripped them and tied their hands be-
hind them, and their feet closely together
with rawhido thongs, so tightly us to cut
the flesh, threw them upon their faces
aud the braves gatheriug around with the |
vat bloody dripping scaips of their mur-
tyredl kindred, began the r usual war
dunce. nlteruately dancing. screaming,
yelling, siamping npoa their helpless vie.
tims, beuting thelr naked bodies with
bows aud arrows until the flowing blood

n relief party buried their

the

almost strangled them. These orgies
continued ot intervals througn the ter-
rible wnight, which soemed to have npo

wid, these frall womensut¥ering and com-
pellod to listen to the ery of their tender
o ittle children,

{ Meo, Kellogg, more fortunate than the |
u:’;.a.-._ g.on fell into the hands of the |
Keechi Indians, who, six months later
sold her to the Delawsres, who ecarried
ber to Nacogdoches, where this writer
then lived, n small child with his par-
enls. Here she was ransomed for =150
Ly General Sam Houston, who prompily
restored bar to her kindred.

Mr Racbel I'Inmmer rjemnined a captive
for eighteen months, saffering untold
agonies and indignities, when she was
ransomed by a SBanta Fe trader named |
William Donabue, who soon sfter es- |
corted her to Independeonce, Mo., from |

|
!

whence she finally made her way back to
Toxas, arriving Feb, 19, 15358, Her son,
James Pratt I'lonmmer, after remaining a
pr soner gix years, was ransomed st Fort
Gibson, aud reached his bome in Texus
in February, 1541, then aged = yonars,

During Mrs. Plummer's eaptivity she
anin became a mother. When her child
was i months old, finding 1t wn impedi-
ment to the menial labors imposed upon
Lisr a8 a 8lave, A Comanche warrior forci-
bly tcok it from her arms, tied a lariat
around its body, nnd, mounting his horse,
dragged the inf nt st ful] b];rml nround
the comp in sight of the agonized mother
until life was extinet, when its mangled
romains wore tos<ed back ioto her lap |
with wavage demonstirations of delicht, |
Buch atrocities hnave forced me to the
belief that “all good Indinns aredend In-
dians.”

This leaves of the sorrowing captives
only Uynthia Ann Uarker and her little
Grother John,  years of nye, each held
by sepsrate bands. John grew up to
sthletic yonug maubood, marrled a bean-
tiful night-eved yonung Mexican captive,
Donpa Joanita Espinosa, escaped from
the savages, or was reiensed

I 10-00-n10,

by them,

otned the Confed rate wrmy vnder Gen, |

i. I'. Des, becawe noted for bis gallantry
and during, and at latest occonnis was
deading o bappy, contented pastoral life
on & ranchero on the Western Liano Es-
tocado of Texas

CYXTHIA ASY PARKER.

Four long nnd anxious yeirs have
poassed since Cynthian Ann Varker was
taken fiom har weeping mother's arms,
during which po tidiogs had been re-
oeived from her anxious family, when, in
2840, Col, Len Williames, an old and bon-
wared Toxan, Mr. Stout, & trader, and Jack

# ry, o Delaware Indian guide, packed

mules with goods and engiged in an ex-
pedition of private traffie with the In-
dans. On the Casadian River they fell
in with Pabaoka’s band of Comanches,
with whom they wirs peaceably con-
waraant,

Cynthin. Ann Parker was with this

tribe, aud from the duy of her capture | beld on ¢o (he Litle white girl, sod the aibow, completely disabling him.

nel Willamws proposed to redeem her
from the old Comanche who held ber
in bondage, but the fietconess of hu’
countenance warned bhim of the danger
of further mentioning the subject,
however, permitted ber, reluctantly, te
‘sit ot the root of a tree, snd while their
rnuncn was doubtless & happy eveut to
be poor siricken captive, who in her
doleful captivity had endured everything |
but dosth, she refased to spesk one word,
As she sat there, musing Tvrhqm of
distaut relatives and friends, her be-
reavemont at the beginning and progress
of ber distress, they ewmployed overy
persnasive art to evoke from her some
oxpression of her fealings. They told |
her of her relatives and her pliymates, |
and asked wh t moswage of love sbe
would sond them, but xbe had been com- |
manded to s:lenca, nnd with no hope of |
relense was afraid to apiear sad or de- |
jocted, sud by o stoleal effort controlled |
{n-r emotions, lost the terrors of her eap-
tivity shonld be increased. DBut the anx.
fety of her mind was betrayed by the
quiver of her lips, showing that she was

' not insensible to the common feelings of
! humanity. |

As the years rolled by Cynthia Ann de. |
veloped the churms of eaptivaling
womunnhood, and the hearts of wote than
one dusky warrior w plerced by the
Ulyssenn darts of her Janghing eves and
the ripple of her silver voire, and Inid
at her }ett the trophies of the chase.

Among the nnmber whom her budding
charms brought to her shrine was Pe-ta-
a redonbtable Comanche war
chief, in prowess and regown the peer of
the famons " Big Fool," who fell in u des-
perate hax I-to-band combat with the no
le#s famous Tevan Indian-lighter, Cap- |
tain Shapley P, Jlosg, of Wueo, the illus-
trious father of thestill more distinynish-
ed son, General Sul Noss, now Nerving |
his second term as Governor of Teuns,
from whom and his heroie father many of
the details of this narrative were oblain.
ad. It is n remarkable and happy co-
imeidenes that the son, omuluting the
father's contagions deeds of valor and
prowess, afterwsrd in single combat in
the valley of the Wichita, forever put to |

rest the Lrave aund kniybtly FPe-ta-no-
co-nn, !
CUynthia Ann, stranger now (o every

word of her mother tongue, save only her
childbooad nyme, beoame the brids of the
brown warrior Pe-ta-tio-co.-un, bore him
thres children, and loved him with tierce
yaenion and wifely devotion, evidenced
iy the fuct that fifteen ves«rs nafter her
capture a party of honters, including
friends of her family, visited the Co-
manche encompmen. on the Upper Uan-
raian River, nnd recogmizing Ciynthia
Ann throngh the medium of her nnme,
eudeavor«d to in luse ' er to return to her
kindred nil thes shode of ntion,
tBhe shook ber hend in o #sorrowfal nega-

and, pointng to her little naked
mrinns ortins raet and tothe
it L jef alesping in the shade
the locks of n score of fre-h
lin I ut his belt, replied

I am hapily we wded; T love my hus.
band aond my Little who nre his,
nd I cannot forsake thepm, ”
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FNTHIA ANN
TANC=1"0-NA, |

This Yrilliant wch evement rnd the |
thrilling events which pr-cedul it, can !
best ba to d the gravhic language of |
the hero who »u'l"ﬂ.’e::-ilql.n.l it, Giensral |
Lawrence Sullivan Hoss, Gov rnor of
Texas, wul I th refcrs aypond his mod. |
o8t letter

BLECAPIURE OF | FALKER
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Ex rive Qe
Tmans, April
jon. Goo. F. Alfoed, Linlins, Te
My Dean Gesxpenan: In response to
your request, 1 herewith inclose you my
reco lections, alter a lapss of thirty ye.rs, |
of the eveuts to which yon refer

In 155 Major Enarle Van Dorn,
the Se;onl Cavalry, T'. 5. A,

Al's

4. 5T N

f nna

with

one com

poany of infoutr; to his depot of
| supplios, and 135 fricndly Indiins ander
| my command, moade n successful cam-
palgy sgiinst tlo L omupehs aud byea
series o/ well=lirected | lows, inflicted
terrible pupishmweut upon them (inthe
uorning of ctoboer 1, 1555, we came in
glght of a large Indisn village on the

the Wichita River near what is
now known Fort 5ill, in the Indian
Territory, They were not upywrehensive
of un attack and wost of thein were still |
assleep. Mujor Van Dorn directed me, at
the head of my Indiane, to charge down
the line of 1heir lodges or tents, cut off
thoir horses and ran them baek on the
hill I'kis was guickly nccomplished,
Van Dorn then charged the village, strik.
it at the upper end, as it stretehed along |
n boggy branch. After placing abonut
thirty-nve of my Indisus a8 a goard |
around the Comsncbe horwes, some 400 !
in number, I eburgod with the balnuce of |
my Indian fores into the lower end of
the village,

The morning was very foggy and after
A flew minutes of firing the smoke nnd
fog bevame so dense thot objects ut but o
short distupnce eould be distinguished
only with great difficulty, ‘Ihe Cowan-
ches fought with great desperation, as al
they possessed was in imminent peril. |
Sbortly wfier the engigement becands
geveral, I discovered a nnmber of Co- |
manches rinning down the braneh, about
1) yards from the villags, »nd conclud.-
od they were retieating. About this time
I was joined by Lientenant Ven Camp,
U. 8. A., and a regolar woldier bythe
nams of Alsxander. With these and one |
Caddo Indian I ran 1o iotércept them,
thus becoming sepey tod from the balance
of my forea. | soon discovered that the
fuzitives were women andchildren. Just
then, however, nnother posse of them
came nalong, and as they passed I dis-
coverad in their midst a 1 ttie white girl, |
and made the Caddo Indinu seize her an |
she was passing, She wns about eight
venrs of sge and becam « ba lly trighigned
and difficult to manage when she found
herself detained by us, 1theun discovered,
much to wy dismay, that sbout tweunty-
five Comanche warriors, under cover of
the smoke. had cut off mv small party of
four from communicsation with our com-

wulters of

I8

| rades and were benring down upon us,
They shot Lieut. Van Cnmp through the
beart, killing him while he was
in the act of firing his donble-
barreled gnn. Alexander was next shot
down snd his ritfle fell ont of his'
haude, I had a Sharp's ritle, and at-

tempted to shoot the Indian just a8 he
shot Alexander, but the eap spapped
Anotber warrior nemed Mobhee, whom [
had often secn at my isther's camp on
the frontier, when he was Indian Agent,
then seized Alegander's Joaded gun and
shot me through the bLody. I fell upon
the side on which my pistol was borne,
and, though partislly paralyzed by fhe

| shot, I was endeavoring to turn myself

and get my revolver out, when the (o-
manche neare-t me drew out a long-
bladed butcher-knife and started to stab
and scalpme, It seemod that my time
had certainly come. He made but a lew
sieps, bowasver, wheu one of Lis compan-
fons oried out something in the Co-
manche tongue, and they all moke away
sand fled in confusion. Mohee, the In-
dian wno shot me, ran only abont twenty
sieps when he receivad a lund of buoksbot
tired from u gun in the hands of Lieut
James Mnjors, of the Second Cavalry,
U. 8. A, who with a party of soldiers
hal opoortunely come $o m( rescue,
During this desperite melee the Caddo

- the Comenches wers afraid if
| the Caddo they would kill «he lit

{ while I

This whole seone trauspired in » few | small tres near by, the ouly one in sight,
minutes, and Van Dorn, although badly  and, lesning against it, with one srm

He,  wounded, had possession of tbhe entire

village, snd the surviving Comanchos had
fled to the almost impenstrable brushy
hilis, lenving their dead nnd their prop-
erty behind them, consistlng of uninety.
tive good Indiana (being dead Indisns ', a
nomber of wonnded wud eaptives, about
four hundred horses, nod all the spolls of
their camp.

The Texas troops had five killed and
sovernl wonnded, including Msjor Van
Dorn and myself, My recollection is
that Lient, Vun Camp was a protege of
Hon
and bad but recently come Irom Wast
Point, He was a gallant and chivalrous
officer, and though st the time in deadly
veril myself, an1 entirely bereft of all
Lupe of sscape, I shall never rorget.the
emaotions of borror that seized me when
I saw the ludian warrior, stauding not
tive foet away, sexdd bis arrow, clear to
the feather, into the heart of thut noble
young officer.

Thad Stevesus, of FPenunsylvauia, !

began to sing »

aronnd it for su rt,
':ﬂ: death-song of the

wild, weird song,
savage, There was a plaintive melody
in it which, nnder rhe t*rlmnlw cireume
stances, filled my beart with sorrow,

At this time my Mexican servant, who
had once besn a captive with the Coman-
ches and spoke their lunguage ns fluent-

| ly s his mother tongue, came up in
company with others of my wen. Through
him 1 summoned the chief to surrender,
but he promptly tre.ed everv overture
with contewpt, and sigualized his refusal
with a savage attewmpt to thrust mae
through with his lance, which he still held
in his left hand, I vould only look upon
him with pity and adwmiration, for de-
plorable as was bhis situstion, with no
jossible chance of escape, his urmy ntterly
destroyed, hig wife and chila captiv,s in
{ his sight, he was uudunnted by the fate
that awaited him, and, as he preferred
{ denth to life, I directed the Mexican to
| end his misery by a charge of buckshot

No trace of the parsntage or kindred of | from the gun which he carred, and the

the little girl captive conld ever be found,
sud [ adopted, reared, and eduondod her,
giving hor the nsme of Lizzie Ross, the
former being iu honor of Miss Lizzie
Tinsley, the yonny lady to whom I was
then engaged to be marfled, and who has
been my wife sinee May, 1861, Lizze
Io:«, the captive girl, grew into a hand-
some young woman, aond married hap-
pily, but died a few years since at Los
Angeles, Ual,

I'lay upon the battie tield for five days,
noable to be moved, when a litter was
constrocted aud | was carried on the
backs of my faithful Caddos ninety
miles, to Fort Hadzimingki, As soon aw
able I returned ‘o my alms mater, Flor-
ence (Ala.) Weslayvan University, where [
finithed my education, and returned to
Texas in 1859, At the period of which I
write, I wus out on vacation.

For some time after the battle of
Wichita the Comanches were less trou-
blesome to the people of the Texas
frontier, but in 1559 and 1860 the condi-
tiou of the frontier was agnin truly de-
plorable. The loud and eclamorous
demgnds of the seMtlers induced the
Stute Government to sand out a regiment
under Col, M. T, Johnson for public das-
fense, The expediion, thou:sh of great
oxl.l-lnﬂ!-‘!n the State, failed to sccomplish
suything, MHaving just gradusted and
returned to my home at Weoo, [ was
commissionod ns Captain by Gov, Sam
Houston, snd directed to organize a com-
pany of sittv mesn, with ordera to repair
to Fori Belknap, in Young County, re-
velve from Col. Johnson ull Governwent
property, as hig regimeat was disbanded,
aud ofter the froutier sneh protect.on as
wis possible from so small a force

'be necosity for vivorous Imensures
goou beonme so pressing howaver,that 1 de-
termived toattom
of thes:» mmpluc I-Hr-‘ heraditary enemies of
Tosns, who were gre tly emboldened by
the smull foree left to confront them, and
to
to their own homes, |

was compelled,

after estabiighing a post, to leave twenty I
Government |

of my men 1o guard the
property, sul pive some show of protec-
tion to the fr.htened sottlers, and s I
could tike but forty of my mea I request-
ed Capt, N, G. Evans, in command of the
United Sinles troops at Fort Cooper, to
cenl me o detachment of the Second
United Sties Cuvalry, We bhal been 1n-
fimutely connected in the Van Dorn cam-
phign in 1858, daring which I was tus re-
ciplent of much kindness from him
was suforing from the severs
wounid received in the battle of the
Wichita, He promptiysent mo nsorgoant

and twenty well-mounted men, thus io-
crensing my force to sisty. My force
vus atill further anguented by some
sevenly volunteer cilizens, uncer itne

Lrave old froutieraman, Cupt, Jack Cure.
ton, of I:uml.m (‘ounty,

On Dee, 15, 1860, whilea marching np
Iaage River, 1 had suspicions that In-
disns were in ths vicinity by reason of
the great number of butfwio which came
runnine townrd us from the north, and
while my command moved ju the low
ground 1 visited néighboring high points
to muke discoveries. Un ono of thos
gund hills I found four fresh pony tra ks,
and'being suti-fed thut Judaian videlies
Lad jnst gone, I galloped forward about
a mile 10 usull ligher point, and riding
to the top to mv nexpressible surprise
found mysolf within two buauwilred yards

it to curbthe msolence |

cromplish this by foilowing them in- |
to their fastnesses, und epmry the wur in- |

of a large Comanche villuge, located on n |

strepm, winding wonnd the base
hill, Tt was most happy circom-

suiall
of o

stauce that & cold, pisrcing wind from the |

north wna blowing, bearing with it cloads
of dust and my pressnce was thus un-
observod and tbe surprise complets. By
signaling my men as I stood concealed
they renched me without being disoover-
ed by the Indiuns who were busy pack-
ing up, preparatory 10 move

By the timwe my men reached me the
Indians had monnted nud moved off north
neross thé level plain. My command, in-
cluding the detacbhbment of
Cavalry, bad entmarched

separated from the cilizen command of

the Second | to be told.
snd becoms | barbarian were taken to Austin, the eapi-

brave savage, who had been so long the
scourge and terror of the Texan frontier,
passed into the land of shudows and
rested with his fathers.

Taking up his accouterments, which I
subsequently delivered to (ieneral Sam
Honston, as Governor of Tewns and
Commander-in-chiof-of her soldiery, to
be deposited in the State archives at Aus.
tin, we rode back 1o the captive woman,
whosa identity wns then unknown, and
found Lientenant Kellerheir, who was
guarding her and her child, bitterly
cursing himself for having run his pet
horse so hard after an “old squaw.” She
wns very dirty and far from attraetive in
fier soanty garments, as well as her per-
#on, but »s soon as I looked on her fuce,
[ sald: “Why! Tom, this is s white
woman; Indians do not have blue eyes.”

On our way to the captured Indian vil.
lage where our mem were sssembling
with the spoils of battle and a large cav-
aleade of Indian ponies which we had
captured, I discovered an Indian boy
about nine yeurs old pecreted in the tail
grass. Expecting to Le killed, he Legan
to ery, but I made him mount behind me
and carried him along, taking him to my
home at Waco, where he became an
obedient member of my family. When,
in nfter years, I tried to induoce him to
return to his poople, he refused to go,
and died in McLennan County about four
Years ngo.

When camped for the night, Cynthia
Aun, cur then unknown captive, kept
orying, snd thinking it was caused from
fear of death st our hands, I had the
Mexican tell her, in the Comanche lan-
guage, that we recognized her us one of
oty own people nnd would not harm her.
Ste replied that two of ber sons in addi-
tion to the infant daughter were with her
when the fight began, and she was dis-
| tressed ny fhe fear th At thl'_\' bad been
| killad, It so happened, however, that
bollk ercapad, and one of them—Quanal,
s now the chief of the Comanche tribes,
The other son died somo years ago cn
the plains. Through my Mexican iuter-
rater [ then nsked her to give me the

istory of her life with the Indians and
the cirenmstances attending her capture
by them, which she promptly did ina

very intelligent manner, and as the
facts  detailed by her correspond
with the I ARSACTE nt Parker's

Fort in 1536, [ wasimpros<ed with the be-
lief that she was Cyuthim Ann Parker.
Returning to my post, 1 sent her and ber
child to the ladies at Camp Cooper,
where she conld recaive the nitention her
sox amd sitnation demanded. and at the
same time | dispatehed o merssngor to
Col. ls«nc Parker, her unpcle, near
Weathorford, 'arker County, named as
bis memorial, for he was for many vears
| & distineuished Nenator in the { ongress
of the republic and in the Logisiature of
the State after snnexation. When Ceol,
Parker come to my post I sent the Mexi.
can with him to Camp Cooper in the
capacity of intarpreter, and her identity

wig soon discovered to Col. arker's
entire =atisfaction. BShe has been a cap-
tive jnwut :wentyfuur years and seven
months, and was in her thirty-fourth

| year when recoversd.,

The Iruits ol that -important victory
¢ n never he computed in dollirs and
cents, The great ( omnuche confederaoy
wins lorever broken, the blow was deel-
sive, their ilinstrious chief slapt with his
fathers, and with bim wers most of his
doughty warrioms, many captives were
taken, 4560 horses, their enmp equipage,
sccumulated winter supplies, ete,

If | conld spure time from my official
duties, and bad patience, I could furnish
you with many torilling incident® never
published relating to the early exploits,
trinls and sufferings of the pioneers. My
father was appointed Indian Agent in
1834, He had an excellent mesmory nnd
tr asured these until later in life I listen.
ed by the hour to their recital, 1 remain,
my dear General, sincerely your friend,

4 8, Ross,

But little of this sad episode remains

Cynthia Ann and her infant
the State. The immortal Sam

tal of

s-vonty, which left me about sixty wen. | Houston was Governor, and ths Sooces-

In making disposition for the attack, tue | s'on Convention was in wsession,
| sergennt and Lis twenty men were rent at

# gallop behind » ebain of sandhills to
entompnss them and eut off their retreat,
while witn mv forty men I charged,
stinck was so sudden that a large number
ware Killed before they could prepare for
defonse 1 hey flod preeipiintely right into
the arms of the s rgeant und his twenty
men. Here they met with a warm reception,
and, finding themselves vumjlletaly on-
compasseéd, every one flal his own way
and was Lhotly pursned and hard presssd.
The chief, @ noted warrior of gren re-
prite. namea Pe-ta-no-co-na with a young
Indian girl aboat ffteen years of age
monnted on his

Cynthin Ann Parker, tris squaw, with a

The |

horas behind bim, and |

She
wis taken to the State House, whera this
sugust body were holding grave discus-
siou as to the policy of withdrawing
from the Federal compact. Cynthia Aun,
comprebending not one word of her
| mother tongue, concluded it wis a conn-
¢il of mighty chiefs, assembied for the
trial of her life, and in great alarm iried
to make her escape. Her brother, Hon.
Dan Parker. who resided near Parker's
Biufl, Anderson County, was & member
of the Legislature from that county and
| noollengue of this wr ter, who then rep-
rosented the Eleventh BSenatorial Dis-
trict,

Colonel Dan Parker took his unhappy
sister to his comfortable home, and es-

girl child a'ont two years old in ber | sayed by tho kind offices of tende:ness

arms and wonnted on a fleet pony, fled
together, Lientenant Tom Kelliboir nud
I pursned thom, and after ranning about
n mile Kelliheir ran up by the side of

Cyuthin Ann's horse, nud sopposing her |

to be n mian, was in the act of shootin

ber whon she held up hor child anc
stopped. I kept on nlone atthe top of
my bhorse’s sprod, after
atont half n mie fuithor, when withun
abont twenty yards of him, Ifired my pistol
siriking the yirl iwhom I supposad to b
o mun, ns she 1ode like one, and only her
head was visttle wbove the buffulo robe
with which she wis wrapped) near the
beart, killing her instaotly. And the
snme ball would have killed both but for
the shield of the ehief, which hung down
covering his bark,

When the girl fell from the horse
dend, sho pulled tbe chief off wlso, Lut
he caughit on his fest nud before steady.
ing bimsel! wy bLorse, running st full
speed, wi.n neastly wpon him, when he
sped au arrow which struck my horse
and camse | him fo pitch or “buek,” and
it wan with the greateat diffienlty 1 could
keep my sndidle, moantime nairowly os.
eaping several arrows coming in quick
successsion from the chiel's bow. Be.
ing at such d sadvantage, he undoubredly
would have killed me but for a random
shot from my pistol, while 1 was eling-

the chief, and!

and affection to restore bher to Lhe com-
| forts and enjoyments of civilized life, to
which #he had been o loug » RiTaAnger.
But ss thorough an Indian in mauner
and looks as if ehe had been native boin,
| ahe songht every opportunity te escaps
snd fejoin hor dusky companions, and hud
to he constautly and closely watched,
The civil strife then being waged be-
tween the Neorth and South, betwoen
fathers, sons nud brothers, necessitated
| the primitive arts of spiuning sud weav-
ing, in which she soon hecams an adept,
nod gradually ber mother tongue came
back, and with it occasional incideuts of
her childbood. Bui the ruling pession
of her bosom sermed to be ths maternal
instinet, and she eherishad the hope that
when the cruol war was over she would
at last succeed in reclaiming her two
#ons who were still with the Comanches,
But the Great Spirit had written other.
wise, and Cynthin Ann and little Prairie
! Flower were cailed in 1564 to the Spirit
. Land, and peacofully sleep side by side
under the grest onk trees on her brother's
plantation near Palestine, Toxas.
Thus ends the sad story of n woman

+ whose stormy life, darkened by au eter-

nal shadow, made ner famed throughout

| the borders of the imperial Lone Starg

Btate. When she Joft it, an unwilling
eaptive, it contained mcarce 50,000 peo-

ing with my loft hund to the pommel of | ple, and was distracted by foreign and

my saddle, whieh broke his right arm st domestic war.

To-day it contains three
| millions, aud is the abode of reflusmeut.

\

P__'_——'M@

a Colo. | doubdless owed his é»sape fo that fact, ss | My horse then
btsgn bt et e, e o poio | My b, i coming o, i,
tle girl, | whereupon he deliberately walkod to a

CHICAGO IN THE LINKS.

GREAT ARMY OF PATRIARCHS
CAPTURE THE CITY.

Members of the Order from All Over the
Countr» Participate in the Grand Can-
tonment  Dreills, Parades, and Other Ex-
ervises Occupy the Diflerent Days of the
Week.

[Chicago telegram.]

The freedowm of the clty Is presented 1o
the great army of Odd Fellows that Is now
marching Into it with banners waving and
bands playing. Ohleago surrenders to them,
The people know that they have nothing 1o
fear from this Invaslon. They have pre-
pured a recoption aud they extend a wel-
come. On publle and private bulldings are
wymbols of hospltality.

Although the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows originuted in England, It has at-
tained Its great prominence In this country.
It s the most popular of all our secret
socfeties. Itls in full sympathy with our
Instituilons, [is growth hoas been remark-
able. A town Is no sooner started In a
Turritory thun an Odd Fellows' ball 1s
erectod. © There will always Do mem-
bers enough among the settlors to con-
stitute a lodge,. This exerts o clvilizing In-
fluonco thut 1s felt beyond its members.
Ita ritual refining. An Odd Fellows'

lodge is an excellent school for teaching or-

Kelsey, of Atchison, Kan. Tt was the
tention to ralse sll three flags at the
instant, and the signal for that purpose was
given by Gen. Underwood. But Gen, Cable
was dotormined thut the stars and stripes

FRANCISOO BLAIR
should go up first, and, ns he had hold of
tho rope, they did. Preceding and follow-
ing the flag-riising a military baod played
a number of national alrs,

Geoneral Underwood's Big Job,

A few yoars ago the lmportance and mng-
nitude of the Odd Fellows' order were not
wiequately apprecinted. Not many men
outslde of the organleation had any concep-
thom of 1he fact that it was and s the lurgest
civie order on the glohe, The grand nrmy
of 1.400,000 members, while distributed
throughout the length and breadth of this
continent and the Britlsh Isles, nover made
thelr aggregate strengih known to outslders,
and the order, while yielding polent sway
over the minds of the brethren and exercls-
Ing groat influence in all matters in an un-
soon and unfelt way, recelved no eredit for
it by tho world at large. These facts had

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES PEITIDONE,

der, discipline, nnd parllamentary rules.
Many of the best presiding officers in both
of Uongrpss and In all our State log-
Islatures have adndtted that they aceqgulred
thelir knowledge of how o conduet the pro-
cecdings of dellberate haoxdles whille serving
in an OdA Fellows' lodge

The Lake rk has bheen
the (dd Fellows during thelr stay. It wiil
next he used by the moanagers of the great
Columbian Falr. It is hoped that the
present tonants, who are from alhinost every

houses

turned over to

to lwy

State and Terrhtory and the various provs
Inves of Canada, will be s0 well pleased
with the pluce that they will give a4 good
nceount of it when they roturn to their

all Ccame vack In

camp nzalo.

homes, and that they will
18l and go luto

il Fellows Caplure the Clty.

The Patrisrch MUltant with his plumed
hat, bright sword, and gay uniform will bae
et a1 overy turn on the streats of Chicago
this week. Somotimes he will be soon with
his wife, who Is o0 Daughter of Reboknh. At
the next erossing he will bwe t marching
belhind a band, Down on the L y Frant, |
where that long row of ralsed seats bas
beon hleaching In the sun for severnl days,
ha will deport himself Iin military evolu-
tions, The great trienninl eantonment be-

' s morning. Patriarchs are flocking

fhie

J. WOODHENY,

NGADIER GRENERAL
to the clty by cantons from

every direction As usual there has been |
Yrouble about eallvoud rates, and the arrival

A

amd dlvisions

of mna of the cantons hins been slightly |
dels therehy.,

Nourly every train bronght in uniformed
bodles of the order, and hundreds upon
hundreds of the mombers of the clvil
branches, Op the strects men In aniform
or men and women wearing (dd Pellow

badges wore so numerons a8 1o form a large
part of the throngs that crowded. the down-
town district. Odd Fellows are hers from
every part of the Unlon and from Canada,
Licutenant General Underweod, the Geand
slro of the order and the Commander of the
Patrinrehs Militant, has fmparted moeh of
his own enthusiasm to the ordor, and ssa |
resitlt this will be one of the largest gather-
fngs of any secret order ever held He hns
sent out over half o miillon letters and clr-
culars relative to the cantoument, snd bas
othorwhse sndvertised It In & way w make I
Barnum look to his lnurels, |

This gathoring has no leglklative powars |
or functions. It s,ome purely for dispiny
and to got representatives and members of
the order, together that they may sco how
big an organlzation they are. Drills, pa-
rades and contests of morits with ndjancis
of nslmilar character are the principal
things on the programme.  The contests In
the clvil brunches of the onder began early
vosterday and will continue throughout the
woe k.

Molsting the ¥Flags.

The Iake front ull day was a continual |
scone of anilmation. At no tme wero there
less than several thousand people on the
ground. The magnificent viow of the lake
afforded from the grand stand, ns well ns a
deslre 1o see the drill and parade groumds,
brought visiting Odd Fellows snd thelr
friends there throughout the day. The ex-
ercises on the lake front were the hoisting
of the nationsl, Canadingn, snd militant

A/
THEODORE A. RO=A,

fiags. The significance of Ihis coremony
wns that 1t was the official signal that the
eantonment had begun. Each of the Aags
was ralsod on a separate sqaff, A crowd
that noarly filled the grand stand was pros-
ont to witness the ceremony. Gen, A, O,
Cable, of Covington, Ohlo, ralsed the stars
and stripes. The Canadian flag was ralsed
by Col. A. H. Kavanagh, of Lynn, Mass,,
and Capt. T. Steers, of Chicago, while the
milltant flag went aloft ralsed by Gen, 8. H.

| meonths ago, and fpom

long lain dormant in many Odd Fellows®
minds, but it was General John . Under-
wood, the present Grapd Bire of the whole
order and the Generallssimo of 8 magnifl-
cent military branch, who changed the
nspect of affalrs,

He it was who, six years ago, organized
the body of wiiitant patriarchs, and It Is
chiefly due to his unceasing labors and to
his_ indefatigabla zenl that this youngest
limab on the mighty tree of Odd Fellowship
has developed so famously, has grown and
flourished, until now it nlone presents a
strength numerleslly greater than that of
miany entiro organizations of a
secret nature. nbout the

national
e has Lrought

D, €, ROUXDY, W. H, CROCEERN,
present triennial cantonment of this body
milMant of the arder, apd he It {8 to whom
the sucress of the whajo gigantic undertak-
lug will be doe above al. How enormous
& tusk Generapl Underwood losded on his
own shoulders can best be appreciated by
the members of the order. The prepara-
tlons for the holding of the present con-
clave began slx months ago. By his own
persistent  and  entirely unalded efforts
General Underwood began as a first pro-

liminary negotistions with the various
rallrond <¢ompaules whose |ines point
to Chleago as  thelr center. Theses

negotintions were a0 vminently successful
that a saving of from $30,000 o 875,000 was
offected In rebates and reduced rates for
members of the order now In town or hasten-
ing hither on wings of steam. The General's
efforts, In fact, were phonomenally effective.
This 18 bhest by the fact that he ob-
tained special raten advuntngeous that
they are probably the lowest ever granted
by large rallroads. From Boston and re-
turn the fure was reduced to 213—about
one=third the regulnr fare, and for return
tickets from New York and all other polnts
along the Atlantie seaboard the rate 15 only
£10. These prices, of course, only hold good
for organizand bodles of Odd FVellows, but
even for individusl tickets an allowance so
Inrge was obtalned that the fare was ree-
duced to an average of less than ono-halfe
Having thus fully covered the prellminaries,
Genernl Underwond from lhis Kone

S0

S4)

cCRma

| tucky home to Chleago and went Into per-

manent headguarters on the ninth floor of
the Pulllman  Bullding. Thiat was twe
thnt tlme on he hnse
worked und slaved all through the terribly

GERTRAUDE A, SCHWARE, NOBLE ORAXD OF FLORA
LODGE, ONDEW OF REBMEREAN.

trying heat of the summer organizing the

other work that yoet
before the mammoth
COmMEe W SUCTeas,

A Man Who Has the Grip.

Adjutant General Frost s one of the
most attractive figures at the cantonment,
and of course he s one of the busiest and
most important ofMeers.  General Frost §s &
Massuchusetts man, but has not resided
there for years, ns ho has since 1883 devoted
sl his thme to the work of the Patriarchs
Militant, which order ho nssistod in found-

remalned to be done
cantonment could be-

Ping. “We began in Baltimore,” he suld,
twith thirty swords, aud now we have
twenty brigades, sixty roglments nnd
five hundred cantons.” Genernl Frost
is n most enthusiastic Patriarch, and
in his  elaborate militant uniform
fs decidedly pleturesque. Though not s
tull man his ecocked hat with {18 wav-

Ing plumues makes him appear so., Ho has &
military oarriage which Is borne out by
brusque, commanding volee, and he utters
his communds to the thousands in a trus
military air. At an earlier poriod the Gen-
ernl has had biack halr and s large black
mustache, but these have changed from
black to gray, and the mustache Is almost
white. He ls well qualified for the position
he holds In the patriarchs. He was in the
war from start to finish, und carried from
the second Bull Run fleld & broken jaw. Hae
has beon In active military life since 1839,
and yet the General Is a young mun o ap-
pearance,

Lavor conquers all things, even the
man who tries to do it. -




